SAIB Boularbah High School – Sidi Okba – Biskra – 2010/2011
Class/Stream: 3rd Year LPH                                                            Due Time: 2 Hours

First Term English Exam

PART ONE: READING AND INTERPRETING                                                                             (15 pts)

Read the text then do the activities: 

                In the middle Ages, historians spoke of the two Spains, one Christian and the other Muslim. By Spain they meant the Iberian Peninsula: Spain and Portugal. On the other hand Muslims spoke of Andalusia that embraced all parts of Iberia which were Muslim. Europeans called the Andalusians Moors and their culture, Moorish. 
            Andalusia was among the greatest manifestations of civilisation Europe has ever witnessed. It was tolerant and cosmopolitan. It embraced Muslims, Christians and Jews. The Muslim population was diverse: Iberians, Berbers, Arabs, Tautens, Sub-Saharan Africans, Slavs, Persians and others. Musa Ibn Maimun a Jew physician once said that the greatest danger for an Andalusian Jew was attraction to Islam. 
             However, Christians and Jews took pride of the Andalusian way of life, habits, styles and the Arabic tongue. Several Jews wrote on the virtues of Arabic and recognised it was superior to Hebrew. A Jew physician and translator of Arabic works said that Arabic was the richest language in the world and the best suited for every type of writing. He felt Arabic was the supreme poetic language for science and the perfect language for philosophy, since it penetrated the hearts of matters and made the obscure clear. 
              Even Moorish music was an advanced science. Andalusian music being among the most highly developed music forms in the world. Thanks to Ziryab “the Nightingale”, who was also known for “Al Muwashahat”. 

A/Interpretation: 

1) The text refers to: 

    a) Ancient Europe                   b) Ancient Spain                                c) Arabs civilization    
2) Choose the best answer according to the text: 

    a) In the fifteenth century, the Muslim world spread from: 

1-Asia to Europe.          2-Andalusia to Spain.                  3-Europe to Spain.

    b) For former historians, the two Spains consisted of: 

1-Europe and the Iberian Peninsula.   2-Spain and Portugal.  3-Spain, Portugal and the Iberian Peninsula

    c) Arabic was the language of: 

1-science.                   2-science and philosophy.             3-science, philosophy and poetry.

3) What do the underlined words refer to in the text?
      a) By Spain they meant…. (§1)

    b) It was tolerant……. (§2)
4) In which paragraph is it mentioned that?

     - Andalusia was one of the giant demonstrations of European civilizations. 
5) Answer the questions according to the text 

    a) What were the two Spains according to historians? 

    b) Did the Jews recognize the superiority of Arabic to Hebrew? 

    c) Why was Arabic said to be the language of science and philosophy? 

B) Text exploration:
1) Find in the text words whose definitions follow: 

    a- Containing people from different countries and influenced by their culture. (§2) 

    b-Accepting somebody/something, opinions, behaviours that you may not agree with (§3) 

2) Combine the pairs using the connector between brackets making any necessary changes. 
a-They built a brilliant civilisation / they left Spain in 1492.       (Before)
b-Andalusia was governed by Muslims / all the other religions were respected.         (However)
c- Invaders came and took power over ancient civilizations / Ancient civilizations flourished.      (Until)
3) Put the verbs in brackets into the correct form: 

a-When did the Chinese (to start) the construction of the great wall?

b-After the Muslims (to leave) Spain, they (to go) to North Africa in places which (to become) flourishing centres.

4) Classify the following words according to the pronunciation of final “_ed”. 

Advanced - separated - called – recognised - Shared
	/t/
	/d/
	/id/

	
	
	


5) Reorder the following sentences to make a coherent paragraph                                                                     a) consequently, many civilizations could write their history.

b) The letters were written on clay tablets.

c) It was the Sumerians who first used a writing system

d) because paper had not been invented yet 

PART TWO: WRITING                                                                                                                (05pts)
Choose only one topic. 

Topic one: (Greece rose and fell down. Andalusia rose and fell down.) 

According to you, what are the reasons and causes of the rise and fall down of civilisations?

Topic two: Summarize the reading passage in no more than (60 words) using your own words.
GOOD LUCK
TEACHERS OF ENGLISH
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