
First term exam
PART ONE: READING (15 points)

Read the following text carefully and do the activities.

OSLO — The Norwegian Nobel Committee awarded its 2008 Peace Prize on Friday to Martti Ahtisaari, the former Finnish president who has been associated over decades with peace efforts and quiet, cautious diplomacy from Asia to Africa and Europe. Out of 197 people nominated for the annual prize, the committee said, Ahtisaari had been chosen "for his important efforts in several continents and over three decades to resolve international conflicts."

He has played a central role in ending conflicts that took root in the late 20th century and threatened the early 21st century with conflagrations in many places. Specifically, the committee mentioned his work in ending South African domination of Namibia, the former South-West Africa, from the 1970s to the late 1990s , and peace efforts in the Indonesian province of Aceh, Kosovo, Northern Ireland, Central Asia, the Horn of Africa and, most recently, in Iraq.

In an initial response, Ahtisaari said he was "very pleased and grateful" at receiving the prize, which is worth $1.4 million. It will be awarded to him at a ceremony in Oslo on December 10.

In a television interview after the award was announced, Ahtisaari indicated that he might slow the pace of his travels, which, he said, had kept him away from Finland for 200 days a year. "I want to spend more time with my wife," he said.

                                              [Adapted from The New York Times. Friday, October 10, 2008]
Comprehension and interpretation. (07 points)
1. Circle the letter that corresponds to the right answer. The text is:
   a) a newspaper article               b) an address                 d) a radio news report
2. Are these statements true or false? Write “T” or “F” next to the letter corresponding to the statement.

   a) Martti Ahtisaari is from China.
   b) The winner's achievements were over different continents.
   c) There were only three candidates to 2008 Peace Prize. 

   d) The winner of the award will get more than one million Dollar. 

3. Answer the following questions according to the text.                                        

    a) Which Noble Prize was Martti Ahtisaari awarded?
    b) When will the ceremony happen?

    c) For what reason was Martti Ahtisaari chosen for the award?  
4. In which paragraph are the achievements of Ahtisaari mentioned?
B.  Text  exploration. (07 points)
 1. Find in the text words that are synonyms to the following:                

     a)  selected = …………… (§1)                      b) declared=……………  (§4)
2. Find in the text words that are opposites to the following:                                                                                                                                                                                                
     a) punished ≠................... (§1)                      b) wars ≠........................... (§2)
3. Fill in the blanks with:   could,   have to,   can,  must.
a- Ahtisaari has been rewarded, so the other candidates ……. be unpleased.

b- To get the prize, you ……promote the culture of peace whenever and wherever you are.

c- Ahtisaari………….settle disputes in many countries.

d- The Noble Peace price………..be offered to any man of peace of any nationality.
4. Classify the following words according to pronunciation of their final ‘s’:      

           awards     -      provinces        -       conflicts      -   wars
	/iz/
	/z/
	/s/

	…………………
	……………………
	…………………


5. Fill in the gaps with words from the list:            
                      Alfred Nobel        -       Oslo       -       awards       -          dynamite
The Nobel Prizes are annual international ...1… bestowed by Scandinavian committees in recognition of cultural and scientific advances. The will of the Swedish chemist …2…, the inventor of …3…, established the prizes in 1895. The prizes in Physics,  Chemistry,  Physiology or Medicine,  Literature, and Peace were first awarded in 1901. The announcements and presentations are made along with the other prizes, with the exception of the Peace Prize which is awarded in …4…, Norway.

PART TWO: WRITTEN EXPRESSION (06 points)

Choose one of the following topics
Topic 01:  Suppose that you were a reporter, and you had to write an article about the successful achievements of a Nobel Peace Prize winner. In no more than 10 lines , write an article about this winner. 

    Topic 02:   Imagine you were Mr. Martti Ahtisaari. Write an address, in which you thank the committee, and you ask others to spread the culture of peace.
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