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Sumer, an ancient region in southern Mesopotamia (now Iraq), was the birthplace of the world's first civilization. This civilization began about 3500 B.C. and flourished until about 2000 B.C. The Sumerians invented the world's first writing system, chiefly a set of word pictures. This system developed into a script called cuneiform, which used symbols composed of triangular marks. Cuneiform was used to write various languages throughout southwestern Asia during ancient times. 

 The Sumerian civilization developed in the fertile plain formed by the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. The Sumerians built cities that had magnificent palaces and temples. The Sumerians built walls around their cities for protection against invaders.

Most Sumerians made their living by growing crops or raising livestock. Sumer's dry climate prompted the Sumerians to construct canals to irrigate their fields. The major crops were barley, wheat, dates, and vegetables. Sumerians also raised cattle, donkeys, sheep, and goats. Wool from the sheep was used to make textiles, the main export of the area.

The Sumerians invented cuneiform about 3000 B.C. They made the cuneiform symbols by pressing a tool with a wedge-shaped tip into wet clay tablets. The tablets were then dried in the sun. Hundreds of thousands of these tablets have survived. They provide information about Sumerian politics, literature, economy, law, and religion. They also indicate that the Sumerians had knowledge of mathematics, astronomy, and medicine. 

The Sumerians founded some of the earliest schools, mainly to train scribes. Scribes kept records for government offices, temples, and other institutions.

A/ COMPREHENSION

(08pts)


1. Say whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).

a. The Sumerian civilization started some 5500 years ago.

b. The Sumerian civilization flourished near the rivers. 

c. Many Sumerians worked in business

d. Schools were founded to teach writing.
2 .Answer the following questions according to the text.

a. When did the Sumerian civilization decline?

b. How did the Sumerians protect their cities?
c. What was the Sumerians major activity?

d. How did the Sumerians irrigate their fields?

3.  What do the underlined words in the text refer to?

4. Find in the text words that are close in meaning to the following ones.

Very old §1 


defense §2

b)Text Exploration



(07pts)

5- supply punctuation and capital letters where necessary

does smoking kill people salim asked
6. Complete the following table

	NOUNS
	VERBS
	ADJECTIVES

	civilization
	………………………..
	……………………….

	………………………
	know
	…………………….

	………………………….
	…………………….
	 protective


Classify the following words according to their final “ed” pronunciation
Permitted 
stopped
proved

used

smoked
divided

	/t/
	/d/
	/id/

	
	
	


 8. Combine the following statements using the connectors in brackets making the necessary changes. ( despite the fact that, as soon as, after)


(02pts)
The Greens (win) the match against Egypt.

Celebrations (start) all over Algeria.

The Muslims (settle) in Andalusia.
The Muslims (transform) Andalusia into a cultural area.

The Phoenicians originally (live) in the desert .
The Phoenicians (become )skillful sailors.

9. Ask questions on the underlined word

The Sumerian civilization started near the rivers.
PART TWO (05 points)

Choose one of the following topics
Topic 1  : the modern civilization faces a lot of challenges that threaten its existence . write an essay discussing these challenges.

Topic 2   :  the Islamic civilization is one of the most important civilizations .account for its rise and its achievements.
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