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A/ Comprehension: Read the text carefully,then do the activities:

                                      

         The Epic of Gilgamesh, an epic poem from Mesopotamia, is amongst the earliest surviving works of literature. The literary history of Gilgamesh begins with five independent Sumerian poems about  Gilgamesh, king of Uruk. Four of these were used as source material for a combined epic in Akkadian. . The later, Standard Babylonian version dates from the 13th to the tenth centuries BC and bears the title  ("He who Saw the Deep"). Fragments of approximately two thirds of this longer, twelve-tablet version have been recovered. Some of the best copies were discovered in the library ruins of the 7th-century BC Assyrian king Ashurbanipal.

        The story centers on a friendship between Gilgamesh and Enkidu. Enkidu is a wild man created by the gods as Gilgamesh's equal to distract him from oppressing the people of Uruk.Together, they journey to the Cedar Mountain to defeat Humbaba, its monstrous guardian. Later they kill the Bull of Heaven, which the goddess Ishtar sends to punish Gilgamesh for spurning her advances. As a punishment for these actions, the gods sentence Enkidu to death.

           The later half of the epic focuses on Gilgamesh's distress at Enkidu's death, and his quest for immortality. In order to learn the secret of eternal life, Gilgamesh undertakes a long and perilous journey to find the immortal flood hero, Utnapishtim. He learns that "The life that you are seeking you will never find. When the gods created man they allotted to him death, but life they retained in their own keeping." His fame however lived on after his death, because of his great building projects, and his account of what Utnapishtim told him happened during the flood.The story has been translated into many different languages, and Gilgamesh has since become adapted in works of popular fiction.                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                     From Wikipedia,the free encyclopedia.
1.Circle the letter that corresponds to the right answer:
The text is:        a)narrative.                    b)descriptive.                          c)argumentative.

2.Are these statements (T) or (F) according to the text:

a)The epic of Gilgamesh referred to ancient Persian civilization.

b)Gilgamesh was a tyrant king.

c)The bull of heaven was sent by the goddess Ishtar.
d)Gilgamesh felt so happy for Enkidu death.

3.Answer these questions according to the text:

a)Why did gods create Enkidu??

b)How did Gilgamesh search for the secret of eternal life??

c)What made Gilgamesh well-known??

4.In which paragraph is it mentioned that:

a)The epic of Gilgamesh is used in different imaginatory works……

b)Gilgamesh & Enkidu traveled together……

5.What or who do the underlined words refer to in the text
a-these.                               b-together.                    c-he.

B/Text exploration:

1.Find in the text words that are opposite to the following:

a-ends.                  b-prose.            c-reward.                d-private.

2.Complete the table below:

	            verb
	                     noun
	              adjective

	                    die
	…………………………………………………………
	……………………………………………………………

	…………………………………………………………
	                  action
	……………………………………………………………

	…………………………………………………………
	…………………………………………………………
	             recovered


3.Join each pair of sentences with one of the connectors from the list/make any necessary change:               (although – before – because – both )
a- Gilgamesh & Enkidu wrestled fiercely for long time/ they became friends & set about looking for an adventure to share.

 b-Enkidu suffered from illness / Gilgamesh traveled to the edge of the world to learn secrets of life.

4.Fill in each gap with one word from the list:

            (other – called – death – flood )

         After the……(1)……,the gods had granted Utnapishtim eternal life,& Gilgamesh hopes that he can tell him how he might avoid……(2)…… too. Gilgamesh’s journey takes him to the twin peaked mountain……(3)…… Mashu,where the sun sets into one side of the mountain ay night & rises out of the……(4)……side in the morning.
5.Classify these words according to the pronunciation of their final /ed/:

 Used –created – focused – happened – sentenced – discovered 
Written expression:

Choose one of the following topics:

Topic one:

Explain  in few lines,why most of the ancient civilizations developed along rivers/get help with these notes:

Water for agriculture – daily householde use / irrigating lands / farming /breeding animals / transportation / building ….

Topic two:

Compared with your ancestors’ life style,yours has changed gradually in different ways.in a short paragraph tell us about the changes that have occurred in your life style.

                                                    

