                          Si El Houass High School – Biskra         
November 2011                                                                             (Second year literary classes)                  
                  First Term Examination of English

Part One: Reading and interpreting (15 pts)

            Societies of the past showed an exceptional respect for people among them who had the moral qualities they considered to be the most valuable in their philosophy. For example, they used to regard courage as a feature that no other thing could equal. Loyalty either to one’s country or to the family and friends alike also acquired in their view a price that had to be honoured by every member of the community. Other features like honesty, wisdom, generosity, intelligence and the readiness to sacrifice one’s life for some ideal or another used to be worshipped and the individuals possessing them much admired.

          Today, important changes have affected nearly every nation in this field. As a result, the attitudes which have acquired the highest importance are quite different. For instance, people generally view the ability to make money and achieve professional success as attributes that hold the top level in this new evaluation. The faster someone amasses material possessions and turns into a wealthy person the more consideration he earns from his fellows. 
           In fact, Talents like intelligence, creativity, perseverance and originality are often relegated into a lower position and such a situation usually produces in the minds of the young the eagerness to invest their hopes in music, sport and business because these spheres offer them much chance to get rich and famous quickly. Moreover, Cheating, stealing and lying that used to be unforgivable are tolerated in this day and age.
                                                                                                      Source: The Internet

Read the text carefully and do the activities: (7pts)

1- Choose a suitable title for the text

a- Money and respect

b- Moral values: past and present

c- Moral qualities
2- Complete the following table according to the text
	Positive qualities
	                  Negative  qualities

	
	


   3- Say whether the following statements are true or false .Correct the false ones.

- Courage is a quality which the people of the past liked the most.
- In the past, people were respected if they are rich.
- Today, young people seek professional success in education and science.
   4- Answer each question according to the text:

- Why did the people of the past show much respect to some of their members?

- How did the communities of the past act with honest people?

- Do people today feel attracted by material success?

Text Exploration: (8pts)
1-Find in the text words that opposite in meaning to the following:
Ordinary  §1 ±………. Failure §2 ±………….. Bottom §2±................Poor§3 ±……………… 
2-Fill in each gap with the appropriate relative pronoun: Who/that/ which/whose

a- The events …..novelists describe in their books are often taken from reality.

b-The businessmen …..will finance the new industrial project in our city have already realized great success in other countries.

c-Some chemicals ….........biologists handle in their experiments contain poisonous substances.

D-Pasteur was the biologist ….......discovery made a revolution in the field of medicine.

3-Use the correct form of the verbs in brackets. Use: be +going to / will /may / might/ used to where necessary
a-I …………(to do) some jogging in the forest ,but now I regularly ( to practise) ................basketball.

b- Soon the world …………. (to contain) more than10 billion inhabitants.
c-The local authorities……. (to build) a new parking area in the north of the town. This (take).......a long time before it is completed.
   4- Classify the following words according to the pronunciation of their final /S/
Changes- turns- fellows- minds- produces- talents

	/S/
	/Z/
	/IZ/



	
	
	


Part two: Written Expression (6pts)
Write a composition of about 100 words about one of the following topics 
Topic One: Speak about changes that happen in your life style (eating habits, clothing, entertainment, communication……….etc) .Use: “used to” and simple present.


Start like this: When I was a child, I used to ………………………………………………………….


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


…………………… Now I …………………………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Topic Two: Couscous is the Algerian National dish.

Describe it to an English friend. Its origins, the ingredients, the preparation and how it is served.
“A nation's culture resides in the hearts and in the soul of its people. “
