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First Test of English
Read the text ,then do the activities that follow.

Some of the world's earliest and greatest civilizations developed in the ancient region known as Mesopotamia. Lying between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, the area included much of what is now Iraq.Over many years the rivers flooded and then got smaller, leaving behind mud that created a fertile plain.In Greek, the name Mesopotamia means ' land between the rivers'.

The first people to live in the area of Mesopotamia were nomads, or people who travelled from place to place hunting and gathering food. They may have lived there as long as 10,000BC.In about 4500 BC a group of people settled in southern Mesopotamia and because of the fertile soil began to farm the land. They constructed irrigation systems, developed trade with other groups, created a civilization that came to be known as Sumer.

Two very important advances in the history of civilization happened in Sumer during the 4th millennium BC.The first was the birth of the city. The Sumerian cities included Eridu,Kish, Uruk, Isin, Lagash and Ur.The second advancement, about 3000 BC ,was the invention of writing. The Sumerians created a picture-writing system of writing called cuneiform. In this system, symbols were pressed into soft clay tablets. Historians have been able to learn a great deal about the Sumerians by reading the clay tablets they left behind.

Part I : Comprehension.

1-In which paragraph is the invention of  writing mentioned?.............................................................................

2-Circle the best title: a- 'The invention of writing'              b-' land between the rivers'                c-' Sumer'

3-Answer the questions according to the text.

a-How did Mesopotamia come into existence?..................................................................................................................

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

b-What  helped us to know about the Sumerians?.............................................................................................................

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

4-Find in the text words that are close in meaning to: a-major(§3)=…………………       b- built(§2)=………………..
Part II: 

1-Join the sentences with the words in brackets.

a-The rivers flooded. They left behind them mud. (After)

*…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

b-The Sumerians invented writing. The first Sumerians were nomads.(In spite of the fact that )

*…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

2-Fill in the table.

	Verb
	Noun
	Adjective
	Verb
	Noun 
	Adjective

	To mean
	………………….
	………………….
	………………


	irrigation
	……………….

	To construct
	…………………..
	………………….
	………………


	…………………..
	fertile


3-Re-order the words in the correct order.

 The Mesopotamian /of contagion /the dangers / were/ aware of /people

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

4-Make the negative of the following words by adding the prefixes 'dis or de'
	Word
	Negative
	Word
	Negative

	control
	……………………………
	respect
	……………………….

	associate
	……………………………..
	mean
	……………………….


5-Classify the words according to the number of their syllables : irrigation / birth / Sumerians

	One syllable
	Two syllables
	Three syllables
	four syllables

	
	
	
	


6-Give the simple past and the past participle of the verbs.

	Infinitive
	Simple past
	Past participle

	To build
	
	

	To fall
	
	

	To run
	
	


